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Use this space below to add any relevant pictures/photos that link to your topic/focus.  

Hello- welcome back ! 

We hope you had a lovely holiday. This half-term we will continue to look at the growth 

of our sunflowers and other plants. The main topic, however, is traditional tales or “Once 

upon a time…”  Our first story is Jack and the Bean stalk as it can easily be linked to 

growing. 

In Literacy, phonics continues to be a priority as we develop our knowledge of initial 

sounds and learn to vocalise them. Please see our copy of Wonderful Wednesday’s for a 

full list of the stories that we will be sharing. A main focus is on listening to and 

sequencing familiar stories. 

In Maths we always encourage number recognition and counting through play and singing 

songs. Our focus for this half-term is learning to separate 3 or 4 items in different 

ways (The story of 3/4). We will also look at estimating amounts and counting with 

money. 

In PSHE we will continue to say kind things to each other but also build self-esteem by 

asking the children to talk about what they are good at. 

 Gardening with Hannah will continue on Monday mornings. Please can you make sure that 

your children bring a suitable coat to school on these days – appropriate for the 

weather? Library books are still changed on Mondays and Dance is still on Tuesdays. The 

emphasis in P.E. will be team games and noticing how exercise affects our bodies (On 

Thursday mornings). 

In R.E. we will look at Christian stories and in particular how to be a good friend. 

Foundation will also continue to develop our understanding of the rights of the child by 

focusing on the right of children to choose their own friends (Article 15) and the right 

for all children to practice their own culture, language and religion (Article 30). 

Thank you in advance for all your support and we look forward to working with you! 

The Nursery Team. 
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Use this space below to add any relevant pictures/photos that link to your topic/focus.  

Welcome back! 

We hope you have all enjoyed the half term break and that the children are looking 

forward to having lots of fun with their learning over the next few weeks! 

This term our topic is ‘Once Upon a Time ’. We will be sharing stories such as ‘Jack and 

the Beanstalk’ and ‘The Gingerbread Man’. We will have lots of fun dressing up as the 

characters and role-playing what happens in the story. We will learn repeated phrases in 

the stories to use in our role play and we will think about the order of the main events- 

What happened first? What happened next? 

In maths we will continue to develop the children’s knowledge of number through songs, 

stories and practical activities. In particular we will be focusing on the children being able 

to complete written addition and subtraction problems. We will also continue to develop 

the children’s knowledge of shape and colour and we will use this knowledge to make our 

own repeating patterns.  

In order to encourage the children to develop their communication skills we will be 

carrying on with Wonderful Wednesday’s show and tell session. We will start with talking 

about what we did in the holidays and sharing any holiday photographs on the PSPs. 

P.E. will take place on a Friday morning and we will be developing our athletics skills in 

preparation for Sports Day. We will also continue to have dance on a Tuesday morning and 

gardening with Hannah every Monday. Reception will visit Bellfield School every two weeks 

and will be going on a trip to ‘Conkers’ towards the end of the term! 

This half term we will also be preparing the children for their move into Year 1. We will 

start by joining the older children for playtimes and lunchtimes and between 18th-22nd 

June the children will spend the week in Year 1. This will link with our work on developing 

our understanding of the rights of the child. This term our focus is the right of children 

to an education (Article 28). 

Our focus for BLP this half term is listening. We will be encouraging the children to 

develop their ability to listen and respond to each other. 

As we move into the summer please can we ask you to send in a hat and suncream for your 

child to use during outdoor activities. Thank you in advance for all your support and we 

look forward to working with you! 

The Reception Team 
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    As we are now beginning our final half term together in Year 1, this half term will be 

spent getting ready to move up into year 2. With transition week, school trips, forest 

school days, sports day and Longwill’s Got Talent we have lots of exciting things to look 

forward to! 

    This half term we continue to learn about David Attenborough as he travels the world 

in search of interesting animals, plants and trees.  In English we will be writing letters 

and traditional stories, using our ‘Learning with David’ to help us. In Maths, we will be 

continuing to practise our number skills: counting, adding and subtracting as well as 

continuing to develop our understanding of shape.  In Science we will be learning about 

trees; hopefully David Attenborough can introduce us to some weird and wonderful 

trees from different countries so that we can compare them to the trees we see 

growing in the UK.  

    This term we will have one final Design and Technology week where we will be making 

moveable vehicles. In music we will be using our voices expressively by singing songs and 

saying rhymes and chants. In PSHE we will be thinking about what it means to be a good 

citizen and what we can do to make sure we are doing our bit for our environment and 

community. BSL story and Deaf Studies continues to happen weekly, and children also 

have the opportunity to visit the library each week.  

 

    PE will be every Monday; please ensure your child has the correct PE kit (t-shirt, 

shorts and pumps) and that it is named. This half term we are learning about athletics to 

get us ready to compete on Sports Day. Swimming continues to takes place every Friday, 

so please send in a named towel and swimsuit, in a bag.  

    Our BLP focus is perseverance, so we are encouraging children to know that they can 

keep going, even when things get tough. As we get ready to move up to Year 2, and the 

work gets a little trickier, we need to think about what we can do when we are stuck. As 

always our curriculum will link to the UNICEF charter of children’s rights and this half 

terms focus will be Article 29: the right to use and develop our talents and abilities; 

which should also help us to live peacefully, protect the environment and respect others.    

Home learning will be set on a Friday and needs to be returned to school the following 

Wednesday. Please also share the books the children bring home and record any reading 

in the yellow reading record.  

Thank you for your support! Miss Sheppard, Miss Alsop, Imogen, Louise and Ola 
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As we are now beginning our final half term together in Year 2, this half term 

will be spent getting ready to move up into Year 3. With transition week, school 

trips, sports day and Longwill’s Got Talent we have lots of exciting things to look 

forward to. 

This half term we will continue to work on Homes and Habitats. In English, we 

will be working on sentence structure and comprehension – reading texts and 

answering questions. In Maths, we will be working on number bonds, more than 

and less than, addition and subtraction and doubles and halves of numbers. 

In Science, we will continue the work on living things and their habitats, looking 

in the school grounds for mini beasts and recording what we have found. Our 

study of Kenya will carry on, looking at how people live in a different country. In 

Art, we will be making and painting clay animals found in Kenya. 

Our BLP focus is perseverance, so we are encouraging children to know that they 

can keep going, even when things get tough. 

PE continues on Mondays and children will need their PE kit (shorts, t-shirt and 

pumps). Dance lessons also continue on Tuesdays. We will continue gardening 

fortnightly on Mondays.  

Swimming is on Fridays and children will need a swimming costume or swimming 

trunks and a towel.  

Photographs and videos from home on PSPs will help pupils to share their news 

from home especially weekend news. 

Home Learning will be given out on Fridays and needs to be returned to school on 

Wednesdays. Children will read regularly and please share and discuss stories 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiPrf-1mMHbAhVKNxQKHStBDZ0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocAc--CQdPw&psig=AOvVaw1gOciUL4BTpSoIjsaaNpv8&ust=1528448447728060
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwivzrHLmMHbAhUCSBQKHad0AXQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://blog.jaystrongwater.com/page/4/&psig=AOvVaw1gOciUL4BTpSoIjsaaNpv8&ust=1528448447728060
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjgsZXWmMHbAhVHchQKHUtACqkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/404127766538372708/&psig=AOvVaw1gOciUL4BTpSoIjsaaNpv8&ust=1528448447728060
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During our final half term of Year 3 we have lots of exciting end of year events to look forward to 

such as transition week, sports day, Longwill’s Got Talent, a trip to Conkers and a visit from local 

firefighters. This half terms learning journey will focus on types of settlement including land use 

and the water-cycle.  

In English we will creating our own play for Afro-Caribbean stories week, creating an information 

text following our visit to Conkers before becoming journalist and writing a newspaper article, 

reporting on the latest Longwill Newsround. We will continue to visit the Library every Tuesday 

afternoon where the children will learn library skills alongside choosing books that interest them, 

to take home. If you have any school Library books at home please send them into School so your 

child can pick a new book. In Maths we will start the term by focusing on solving missing number 

problems before moving on to calculating correct change from coins and notes, interpreting 

simple tables and using measurements for capacity, weight and temperature.  

In Science we will be continuing with our topic of forces and magnets, discussing their everyday 

uses and conducting simple tests to observe how magnets attract and repel each other. While in 

Art we will be learning about 3D sculpture and creating our own, using clay, plaster and natural 

materials. 

PSHE will focus on gender stereotypes and celebrating differences before moving onto ‘my body’. 

In RE we will reflect on contemplation within meditation and prayer. This half term’s Building 

Learning Power focus is on ‘Imagining’ which will be incorporated into lessons across the 

curriculum. Our Rights Respecting focus will be Article 13, ‘You have the right to find out things 

and share what you think’. 

Our PE topic is Athletics where we will be developing our abilities in running, jumping, throwing 

and catching, ready to be shown off during sports day. Our topic for Computing is to design, write 

and debug programs and for Music, we are continuing the topic is History of Music, where we will 

listen to the work of Vivaldi, Bach and Handel.  

We will continue to have gardening with Hannah every other Monday, PE on Monday afternoons, 

dance on Tuesdays and swimming on Fridays. Neelam will continue to teach our Deaf Studies 

lessons, which the children all look forward to and Michael will continue to hold BSL one to one’s 

and will read our BSL story each Monday afternoon.  

We will end the year with our Design and Technology week on mechanics; creating a gadget with 

moving parts and mechanisms. 

Home learning will be sent home each Friday, to be returned by Wednesday and we would 

appreciate your support with helping your child to complete these tasks.  

Please keep us updated with any home news in their home-school books and thank you for your 

continued support.  

Miss Blackwell, Rachel and Neelam 
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The last half term of the year will be action-packed and full of new adventures to prepare the 

children for their move into Year 5. 

We will be continuing to learn about Africa and will be learning some traditional African Stories.  

In History, we will continue to learn all about Ancient Egypt. We will be focusing on the River Nile and 

how important it was to the Ancient Egyptian way of life. This will also give the children the 

opportunity to look at rivers today and their geographical features.   

In Maths, we will be working on using money and will go on a trip to Sainsbury’s café to use our skills 

for real as well as practising the speech and language skills we have learned as part of our SMILE 

therapy this term. We will also be consolidating our number facts and practising our written methods 

for the four mathematical operations.   

We will be investigating electricity in Science, looking at how we use it in everyday life and creating 

some simple electrical circuits.  

In Computing, we will be looking more at internet safety. We will be creating profiles for use online 

and will be using our computing skills to create an animation about e-safety. 

In P.E on Monday Afternoons, the children will be practising their athletics skills in preparation for 

Sports’ Day.  

Our Rights Respecting focus will be Article 27: You have the right to clean water and healthy food.  

The third week of the half term is transition week, when the children will spend time in their new 

classes getting to know their new teachers and learning all about Article 28: You have the right to an 

education.  

We are also going on a whole school trip to Conkers. More details will follow.  
Please continue to read with your child every day and help them to complete their homework, which 

will be sent home every Friday to be returned the following Wednesday. Also remember to use the 

online learning resources (Purple mash, Mathletics, Bug Club…etc). You can find your child’s log-ons at 

the back of their home school book.  



What’s On: Year 4 Pine 
Summer B 2018  
 For the second half of the summer term we will be continuing with our 
learning journey topic ‘Amazing Africa’ – this half term we will be looking at the 
human geography of Africa and the story of William Kamkwamba, who 
transformed his village by using a wind turbine to power electrical appliances. 
This will link to our study of electricity in science. We will be looking closely at 
African traditions in art and design and technology. 
 In English, we will be learning ways to extend our sentences and make 
them more interesting. We will be thinking about story telling and the language 
of beginning, middle and end. In maths, we will be discovering new ways of 
adding and subtracting larger numbers and revisiting learning about time, 
direction and shape. 
 Our focus for RE will be contemplation: we will be learning about prayer in 
different religious traditions and how we can be more reflective. We will also 
look at how different people express spirituality and the right to practise your 
own religion (Article 14 of UNCRC). In PSHE we will be learning about looking 
after our environment, recycling and sustainability. We will also be learning 
more about our bodies and how to look after them. 

 
Please continue to support your child to complete their home learning and 

practise reading regularly. PE will continue take place on Monday afternoons.  
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Year 5 children will be doing different kinds of writing this half term including 

non-chronological reports and poems. It will give them lots of opportunities to 

show they understand that writing can have different purposes. 

 Maths will involve lots of fun investigations. To learn how to measure using litres 

and millilitres we will be using water outside (they may enjoy getting wet 

especially if the weather is hot  ). Year 5 will also learn how to record and 

estimate temperatures. We shall use thermometers to test the temperature of 

water and keep a daily log of the temperature in our classroom. I wonder if we 

will have more hot sunny days? 

During PSHE we will be learning about our bodies and thinking about different 

relationships. A detailed letter will be sent out about this. It does link nicely 

with our transition week topic, which is all about Children’s right to an education 

and how important it is that they have opportunities to learn about a range of 

topics. All of our curriculum will link to the UNICEF charter of children’s rights, 

as we promote the ethos in class that every child has the right to an education- 

no matter where they live 

 We are very lucky as this term we will be going to RedPoint Rock Climbing 

Centre as part of our PE lessons. We shall also practise athletic skills ready for 

sports day. 

 Our learning journey will focus on the local area of Northfield. We will look at 

how it has changed since Victorian times. We will look at how transport has 

changed over time, comparing now and then. We will look at some geography 

objectives, learning about where our energy, food and water come from in 

Birmingham.  
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So, we embark on the final half term of the academic year and, for the Y6 pupils, the 

final half term of their Longwill adventure.  This means that computer lessons will be used 

to prepare the powerpoint presentations which you will be able to enjoy at the Leavers’ 

Assembly on Wednesday 18th July. Other key events happening this half term are the trip 

to Birmingham city centre to choose a book and eat pizza, the Sign Singing Festival, a 

whole-school trip to Conkers on 27th June, Sports Day on 11th July and Longwill’s Got 

Talent.  Also, every Y6 pupil will have a day in his or her new school and, during transition 

week beginning Monday 18
th
 June, will do ‘work experience’, supporting other pupils in class 

and helping staff around the school.  More information about all these events will be sent to 

you in due course. 

Article 24 from The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child states the 

following - ‘Every child has the right to the best possible health. Governments must provide 

good quality health care, clean water, nutritious food and a clean environment so that 

children can stay healthy.’  This is key to our theme of ‘Fit for the Future’ and forms the 

basis for much of our learning this half term.  So, in English, as well as studying a 

traditional story from an African point of view, the pupils will develop their language skills by 

linking their learning to our Science topic about the heart, circulation and healthy lifestyle. In 

PSHE, they will think about the physical and emotional changes that happen as they grow 

up and our Learning Journey will be all about the importance of water to life. 

Maths lessons this term will have a particular focus on number work and using and 

applying our measuring skills. The children will be developing their ability to measure and 

compare length, weight and capacity and then solve problems using the information they 

gather. 

The pupils will take on a range of new challenges in PE this half term as we begin 

our new topic of athletics and have sessions of rock climbing. Swimming continues on 

Friday morning. 

There is still much work to be done and progress to be made and so we continue to ask for 

your support with Home Learning and reading.  Above all, however, we very much hope 

that this will be a memorable and happy final few weeks for all our Y6 pupils. 


