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Use this space below to add any relevant pictures/photos that link to your topic/focus.  

Welcome back! 

We hope you have all had a wonderful half term holiday and that the children are ready 

to have lots of fun with their learning over the next few weeks! 

This term our topic is ‘Celebrations ’. We will start by learning about the changes that 

are happening in the natural environment at this time of year as we move from Autumn 

to Winter. We will think about what we can see and what we can feel and how the 

changes in the seasons affect us. 

We will then move on to learn about the celebrations that take place during this season 

such as Bonfire Night and Christmas and these will link in with our Wonderful 

Wednesday show and tell sessions. A separate letter will come out to you with details of 

what we would like the children to bring in each week, but we will start with talking 

about what we did in the holidays and sharing our photographs on the children’s PSPs. 

Reception will also be sharing the story of ‘The Snowman’ and we will be using this to 

learn more about how stories are structured – What happened first? What happened 

next? 

In maths we will continue to develop the children’s knowledge of number through songs, 

stories and practical activities. In particular we will be focusing on adding groups of 

objects to find the total and then learning how to write this as a simple sum. We will 

also continue to develop our knowledge of measurement and shape by learning how to 

measure using non-standard units and the shapes diamond and semi-circle. 

P.E. will take place on a Thursday morning and we will focus on gymnastics and learning 

about the different ways we can balance and roll. We will also be having dance lessons 

with a specialist dance teacher every Tuesday morning. 

This half term we will continue to have gardening every Monday morning. Please can you 

make sure that your children bring a suitable coat to school on these days – appropriate 

for the weather. 

Our focus for BLP this half term is questioning and how we can improve our learning by 

asking questions. Reception will also continue to develop our understanding of the rights 

of the child by focusing on the right of children to practice their religion (Article 14) 

and the right for all children to have an education (Article 28). 

Thank you in advance for all your support and we look forward to working with you! 

The Reception Team 
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Welcome back! We hope you all had a lovely half term week and children are ready for 

another exciting half term in Year 1. Especially in the run up to Christmas! 

Our learning focus this half term will continue to be around ‘fairy tales’ and ‘traditional 

stories’. Our class-based learning will be as thematic as possible, with lots of lessons and 

learning activities linked to stories such as The Three Little Pigs, Hansel and Gretel and 

Jack and the Beanstalk.  

In geography we will be learning about seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK, as 

well as different hot and cold places around the world. This is linked to science learning 

about seasonal changes. We will be observing our surroundings as we transition from 

autumn into winter. In art we are still learning to use a variety of painting tools such as 

paint brushes, rollers and sponges. In music we will be experimenting with different 

percussion instruments and learning songs for our Christmas assembly. We continue to 

perfect our computer skills and will be thinking more about how to use technology safely.  

PE is every Monday; please ensure your child has the correct PE kit (t-shirt, shorts and 

pumps) and that it is named. This half term we will be focussing on our gymnastic skills. 

We will be learning more about balance, sequences of movements and how to use a 

variety of apparatus. Swimming takes place every Friday, so please send in a named 

towel and swimsuit, in a bag.  

Our BLP focus will be questioning, which will support children in further understanding 

their learning and more of the world around them. As always our curriculum will link to 

the UNICEF charter of children’s rights, our main focus will be article 12: The right to 

give our opinions, and have them heard and taken seriously. We will be doing this through 

activities such as school council and circle time.  

Home learning will be set on a Friday and needs to be returned to school the following 

Wednesday. Please also share the books the children bring home and record any reading 

in the yellow reading record.  

Thank you for your support! 

Miss Sheppard, Miss Alsop, Imogen, Louise and Ola 
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This half term we will be continuing with the topic “All About Me”.  

In English we will be studying ‘Snow White’ in preparation for our theatre visit in 

December. Also we will be learning about writing letters. In Maths, we will be 

learning about 2D and 3D shapes. Also we will be creating pictographs, tally 

charts and block graphs. We will be using this to answer questions about our 

school friends.  

In Science, we will continue with ‘Animals including Humans’. This term we will 

focus on healthy eating, exercise and hygiene. In History, we will continue 

comparing lives and work of Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell, and why they 

are famous nurses. We will link this to our rights to receive good quality health 

care (Article 24). In Geography, we will be looking at different maps and we will 

create a map of our classroom. 

For RE, the theme is Creativity and we will be visiting a church. In PSHE, we will 

be learning about looking after the environment. In Computing we will be looking 

at uses of information technology outside school. The BLP (Building Learning 

Power) focus is questioning, encouraging children to ask and think of questions to 

help them further develop their learning and knowledge. 

PE continues on Mondays and children will need their PE kit (shorts, t-shirt and 

pumps). Swimming is on Fridays and children will need a swimming costume or 

swimming trunks and a towel in a named bag. Dance lessons will be on Tuesdays. 

We will be doing gardening fortnightly on Mondays.  

Photographs and videos from home on PSPs will help pupils to share their news 

from home especially weekend news. 

Home Learning will be given out on Fridays and needs to be returned to school on 

Wednesdays. Children will read regularly. Please share and discuss stories with 

your child, and read with them regularly. 
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Following a great start to this school year, this half term’s learning journey will focus on Europe. 

Each week we will cast our minds to a different country within Europe learning about the major 

cities, climates, traditional food and clothing that each has to offer. We will also be thinking about 

children of the same age in those countries, comparing their lives to ours and asking why these 

differences occur. 

In Science we will be learning about animals (including humans) focusing on skeletons and 

muscles, how these are used for movement, support and protection and the nutrition they need. 

This will link to our PE lessons where we will be experimenting with movement and travelling in 

gymnastics. 

In art we will be exploring the techniques involved in sketching with pencil and charcoal, such as 

line, shading, tone, pattern and texture, using various objects as our stimulus including our chosen 

objects from home. We will also be spending a week focusing on textiles in Design and 

Technology where we will be stitching our own purses. 

In English we will be studying different types of writing such as poetry, non-fiction, stories and 

plays. If you have any particular poems you like and may want to share with the class let me know. 

We will be visiting the Library every Tuesday where the children will learn library skills alongside 

choosing books that interest them to take home. In Maths we will continue to develop our 

numeracy skills, including telling the time, calculating money and measurements. PSHE will focus 

on respecting and protecting the environment and in RE we will reflect on creativity within 

religion. This half term’s Building Learning Power focus is on ‘questioning’ which will be 

incorporated into each lesson. 

Hazel class have two exciting days out to look forward; taking part in a Primary Pentathlon 

Challenge, where we will be competing with different schools in a range of sports activities and a 

trip to the theatre to see the Panto! 

We will continue to have gardening with Hannah every other Monday, dance on Tuesdays, PE on 

Wednesdays and swimming on Fridays. Neelam will be teaching our Deaf studies lessons which 

the children all look forward to and Michael will continue to hold BSL one to one’s and will read 

our BSL story each Monday afternoon. 

Home learning will be sent home each Friday to be returned by Wednesday and we would 

appreciate your support with helping your child to complete these tasks.  

Please keep us updated with any home news in their home school books and thank you in advance 

for your continued support. 

Miss Blackwell, Rachel and Neelam 

  

   



What’s on: Autumn B 2017 
Year 4 Pine Class 
 We have an exciting half term ahead in year 4. In the run up to Christmas we will be 
learning about different Winter-themed and festive stories in English, particularly focusing 
on writing descriptive sentences. In maths we are focusing on number bonds and positional 
and directional language. This emphasis on mathematical vocabulary will really help us to 
apply what we learn to real life situations.  
 This half term we will have lots of opportunities to get out and about. We are 
continuing with weekly swimming lessons on a Friday and will continue to have sensory 
drama sessions at Victoria School until the end of November. Next week (9th November) we 
will be taking part in the Primary Panathlon Challenge and later on in the term we will be 
going to see a Christmas pantomime. 
 Our new learning journey topic develops our knowledge of the rainforest further: this 
half term, we will be studying the history of the Maya civilisation, who lived in tropical 
rainforest regions of Central America. This will provide many hands-on experiences, 
including making Maya hot chocolate, learning how to play Maya football and designing 
and building a Maya settlement as a class. 
 In science, our topic this half term will be animals (including humans). We will be 
considering the relationships between humans and other animals in food chains and the 
impact human activity can have on animal habitats. We will also learn about the life cycle 
of bees and their significance to our environment. 
 Our Building Learning Power (BLP) area of development for Autumn B is questioning. 
In all subjects we will be encouraging the children to think more deeply what they are 
studying and hope to improve the children’s ability to use question words accurately. 
 We thank you for your continued support and hope to see you at the parents’ 
morning next Wednesday (8th November).  In all things we are aspiring to fulfil Article 29 of 
the UN’s Convention on the Rights of the Child: the right to an education which allows the 
children to develop to their full potential. 
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During Maths we will focus on number and place value. It is important that they understand 

the basics so they have a good foundation to build their knowledge on. We will be doing more 

multiplication and division using different methods to ensure their understanding is secure. 

Please help your children learn their tables at home as we are having a competition across 

KS2 to see who can master their tables first. 

In Science we shall be looking at how living things reproduce. Focusing on a flower we will 

learn the names of all the different parts of a flower. We will be doing lots of investigations to 

see how plants grow and how this can be aided or stunted. We will sketch flowers using good 

observation skills. We really want to develop pupil’s ability to question things, so they will be 

given lots of opportunities to ask questions and then follow these up to find the answers.  

We are also focusing on article 13 of the UNICEF charter of children’s rights. ‘You have the 

right to find out things and share what you think with others.’ This links well with our BLP 

which has a focus on questioning. Please encourage your child to be inquisitive and ask 

questions to develop knowledge and interest in a range of topics. They can share their 

learning with the class in lessons, this will build their confidence and help them develop as 

young learners. 

In Art we continue to explore sketching using different materials, we will be learning how to 

use chalk and charcoal also pen and ink to sketch buildings. Our sketches will focus on 

Birmingham's skyline and architecture. The children will use Stephen Wiltshire's photorealistic 

drawings to inspire them.  In RE we will focus on how festivals are celebrated. We are looking 

forward to our annual whole school Christmas workshop. The children will explore what is the 

true meaning of Christmas to Christians. We continue to learn how to recognise the different 

faiths and the symbols used. We welcome any photos in class related to RE.  

In PE we will focus on gymnastics. Learning a variety of rolls and balances. These will be put 

together in a sequence to perform in the gymnastic festival before Christmas. Children will 

really need to polish and improve movements to ensure they are ready to show everyone, 

modelling how to point toes and how to hold a balance for 3 seconds. They will need PE kits 

on a Monday, suitable for gymnastics (shorts/t-shirts); they will not be going outside for PE 

this half term. Swimming will continue to be on a Friday. 

English will bring together learning from other areas. We hope to discover a love of poems 

using Halloween poems as an introduction to the topic. We will then read poems about other 

topics such as flowers- looking at different types of poetry e.g. shape poems, rhyming and 

narrative. Once a week children will focus on developing their independent writing, they will 

also have a spelling focus. Please encourage your child to learn their spellings at home. 

Thank you for continued support.  

 

Mrs Plews & Miss Russell 

 

 

 



What’s on for Year 6  Autumn B 2017

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

This is an exciting half term for our pupils when we prepare for and enjoy activities 

linked to Christmas.  So we are looking forward to our annual trip to the pantomime in 

Redditch which this year will be Snow White.  In English we will be focusing on 

traditional stories and fairy tales such as Snow White to help us understand their 

important themes so please make sure you keep asking your child to re-tell the 

stories we are exploring – this is one of the objectives I will be assessing throughout 

the half term.  

 

Light is the concept that runs through all our learning this half term.  In fairy tales, light 

tends to be associated with ‘good’ and dark with ‘bad’.  We will learn about the 

properties of light in Science.  In RE, we will be thinking about the celebration of 

Diwali and Christmas where light is a central theme.  Light is also an important strand 

in our Learning Journey.  We shall consider how important it is to have light in our 

environments as we explore conditions in Victorian Birmingham and George 

Cadbury’s vision of creating happy and healthy surroundings for his employees.  As 

he famously quoted ‘No man ought to be condemned to live in a place where a rose 

cannot grow’.  Our art work will help us develop our understanding of light and dark 

as we create shadow puppets, silhouettes and stained glass windows. 

 

We look forward to working closely with Sainsbury’s.  We will find out who has won 

the Christmas bag design competition and be ready to help in the making and selling 

of those bags.  We shall also be involved in signed singing in Sainsbury’s, Northfield.  

We remember that all these activities are raising money for Longwill School that will 

be used to improve our own environment.  

 

We shall be doing gymnastics in PE in preparation for a gymnastics festival in 

December.  Home Learning will be given every Friday to be handed in on Wednesday 

at the latest.  Please do continue to support your child with their Home Learning, 

especially with their reading and spellings.  


