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Welcome to Reception! 

We hope you have had a wonderful summer holiday and that your children are rested and 

ready to do lots of learning! Our first topic is ‘All about me! ’. We will be learning all 

about ourselves and thinking about the things that make us special. We would love to see 

lots of photographs of your children riding bikes, playing football, going to the park and 

doing all the things that they enjoy. This will help us to talk about our favourite things. 

In order to encourage the children to develop their communication skills we will  have 

’Wonderful Wednesday’ show and tell sessions. Our first session (Wednesday 13th) will 

be all about what we did in the holidays, so please send in any photographs etc that the 

children can share with their friends. 

In maths we will continue to develop our knowledge of shape, colour and number. In 

particular we will be focusing on developing our ability to count using one to one 

correspondence (one number for each object) and to rote count. Any counting practice 

you can do at home would be great. 

P.E. will take place on a Thursday morning and we will be learning how to move in 

different ways. Please can your child bring in a pair of shorts, a T-shirt and some pumps 

in a suitable bag and we will keep them in school and send them home at half term so 

they can be washed. Please make sure all clothes have your child’s name in them. 

We will have gardening with Hannah every Monday morning and dance on a Tuesday. 

Library books will be changed every Monday. Please remember to complete the yellow 

comments book to let us know if your child enjoyed the story and any language they used 

when you shared the book. We will also be developing our phonic skills and learning how 

to read key words. Extra practice will be sent home so that you can help your child with 

their learning. 

Our focus for BLP this half term is managing distractions and how we can improve our 

focus when we are working. Reception will also continue to develop our understanding of 

the rights of the child by focusing on the right of children to relax and play (Article 31) 

and the right for all children to the best possible health (Article 24). 

Thank you in advance for all your support. We look forward to working with you! 

The Reception Team 
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Welcome to Year 1 Ash Tree class and Birch Tree class. We hope that the children have 

had an excellent summer and are ready for the exciting year ahead. We start our 

learning this half term with our topic “All About Me”. This will enable the children to 

share about their likes and dislikes, to draw and paint self-portraits and to begin 

learning about their senses. 

Our learning journey will then move on to the topic ‘Fairy Tales’. We will learn some 

traditional fairy tales like Little Red Riding Hood and Goldilocks and the Three Bears. To 

link with this we will be learning about the history of the teddy bear and comparing how 

new teddy bears from today are different to those made in the past. In art we will be 

learning to use a variety of painting tools such as paint brushes, rollers and sponges and 

using these to create a fairy tale costume or accessory. In music we will be 

experimenting with different percussion instruments and using this to create 

compositions to match our favourite story. In science we will begin learning about the 

seasons and looking at how the world around us changes in autumn 

PE is every Wednesday; please ensure your child has the correct PE kit (t-shirt, shorts 

and pumps) and that it is named. This half term we will be focussing on our football 

skills. We will be practicing passing, dribbling and controlling the ball. Swimming takes 

place every Friday, so please send in a named towel and swimsuit, in a bag.  

Our BLP focus will be managing distractions which will help us to settle into year 1 and 

think about how we can learn to focus on our work. As always our curriculum will link to 

the UNICEF charter of children’s rights, our main focus will be article 42: The right to 

know about our rights. We will choose which rights are most important to our classes 

and set our class charter. 

Home learning will be set on a Friday and needs to be returned to school the following 

Wednesday. Please also share the books the children bring home and record any reading 

in the yellow reading record.  

Thank you for your support! 

Miss Sheppard, Miss Alsop, Imogen, Louise and Ola 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.ogallerie.com/auctions/2005-09/index_2.shtml&ei=GMRfVMG4AoakgwS9t4II&bvm=bv.79189006,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFyRZkd4IhSm5qAH2NKqiWouqldWA&ust=1415648633493739
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Welcome to Year 2 Willow. This half term will focus on “All About Me”.  

In English we will be writing about ourselves; what we look like, our likes and 

dislikes, our families and friends. In Maths, we will be looking at place value, 

additions and subtractions. In Science, we will be looking at animals including 

humans – how babies grow into adults and the basic needs of animals and humans. 

We will link this to our rights to safe water to drink, nutritious food, and a clean 

and safe place to live (Articles 24 and 27 – Rights of the Child). 

In Art, we will be doing self-portraits. We will be learning about different 

portrait artists and their methods. In History, we will be comparing lives and 

work of Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell, and why they are famous nurses. 

For RE, the theme is Choice. In PSHE, we will focus on recognising and managing 

our emotions. In Computing, we will focus on e-safety. The BLP (Building Learning 

Power) focus is managing distractions, encouraging children to focus on their 

learning and strategies to help them avoid any distractions. 

We will have PE on Wednesdays and children will need their PE kit (shorts, t-

shirt and pumps). Swimming is on Fridays and children will need a swimming 

costume or swimming trunks and a towel. Dance lessons will be on Tuesdays. We 

will be doing gardening fortnightly on Mondays. 

Photographs and videos from home on PSPs will help pupils to share their news 

from home especially weekend news. 

Home Learning will be given out on Fridays and needs to be returned to school on 

Wednesdays. Children will read regularly and please share and discuss stories 

with your child, and read with them regularly. 

Please also take advantage of the school’s subscriptions to various websites 

including Purple Mash and Mathletics. Your child’s log ons will be sent home next 

week.  
We look forward to an exciting and busy start of the school year.  
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Welcome back to a new school year and a new Key Stage! 

We hope you have had a lovely Summer filled with fun activities, quality time with the 

family and lots of relaxation! We will be starting off the term with a short topic of ‘All 

about me!’, which will be used as an opportunity to get to know the class and to think 

about ourselves and times gone by. We will continue with this theme over the year by 

starting each week with a ‘Survey of the Week’ in order to develop our opinions and 

vocabulary. 

Our focus of this half term will be ‘Myths and Legends’ and ‘Ancient Greece’ which will 

inspire our learning journey topic where we will venture back in time to explore the life 

and achievements of Ancient Greece and their influence on the western world. In Art we 

will be researching Greek vases before getting our hands dirty and sculpting our own. 

Traditional Greek music will be the stimulus for our music lessons where our focus will be 

to listen to and recall patterns, eventually including some Greek dancing.  

In English we will be focusing on a story each week, completing activates around this 

which will help to improve our independent writing skills. We will be visiting the Library 

every Tuesday where the children can choose books that interest them to take home. 

Please write any comments in their yellow book to let us know how your child has read at 

home and which words they have struggled with. In Maths we will continue to develop 

our numeracy skills including geometry, addition and subtraction. Plants will be the focus 

for our Science lessons where we will explore the functions and life cycle of a plant. PSHE 

will focus on Personal Responsibility and in R.E we will reflect on Choices. 

We will have gardening with Hannah every other Monday and our class will be getting lots 

of exercise with dance on a Tuesday, swimming on a Friday and P.E. on a Wednesday, 

where our focus will be ball skills and netball. Michael will be teaching our Deaf studies 

lessons this year, holding our BSL one to one’s and returning to class to read our BSL story 

each week. 

Home learning will be sent home each Friday to be returned by Wednesday and we would 

appreciate your support with helping your child to complete these tasks.  

Please keep us updated in the comment section of their home school books and thank 

you in advance for your support. 

Miss Blackwell, Rachel and Neelam 
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Use this space below to add any relevant pictures/photos that link to your topic/focus.  

Happy New Year to you all! 

This year, our Learning Journey is all about the Roman civilisation. We will be learning all 

about how the Romans changed Britain and the rest of the World. We will be undertaking a 

Design Technology project to make a Roman catapult.  

In English work, we will be writing diary entries from the point of view of the people living 

on the British Isles at the time of the invasion. We will be writing News stories about 

Boudicca and her resistance to the Roman invasion. We will also be creating instructions for 

the making of our Roman catapults.  

In Maths, we will be continuing to improve our number skills and beginning work on statistics 

and data handling. We will be pretending to be Roman Soldiers carrying out a census of new 

lands and presenting the data we find. We will also begin to learn about simple fractions. 

Our Science work this half term will centre around the Digestive system. We will be 

learning about the main organs involved and what happens to the food we eat.  

In Computing, we will be presenting our maths data in a variety of ways using different 

programs. We will talk about how data is stored and retrieved by computer programmes and 

how it can be analysed in different ways.  

We will be learning about what it means to belong to a community in RE and thinking about 

ourselves and the contributions we make to different groups. In PSHE, we will be discussing  

In P.E, we will be working on basketball skills and learning the rules of the game and how to 

play as a team. P.E. will now be on Thursday. Please ensure that your child has a well-

fitting, full school P.E. kit available at all times.  

Our BLP focus is Distilling, which means  
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Welcome back! We hope that you had a lovely summer holiday. The staff in Year 5 are Mrs Plews 
and Miss Russell. Mrs Plews will be teaching on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesday mornings and 
Miss Russell will teach the rest of the week. Our TAs are Martin and Tracey. We are looking forward 
to an exciting year ahead.  

The children will begin this half term by learning about ‘All About Me’. They will be thinking about 
their place in the class and as a group making and displaying their class charter. As always our 

curriculum will link to the UNICEF charter of children’s rights, our main focus will be article 28: The 

right to a good quality education. As all the classes are named after a tree this year, the children will 
be learning about all the different types of trees which grow in the school grounds. We are ‘Rowan’. 

Our learning journey will be based on the Anglo Saxons in Britain. We will learn where they came 
from and how they fought. We will learn about their way of life and compare this to our own. 

On Mondays we will be doing both cross country and hockey in PE this half term. Swimming will be 
on Friday and Dance is on Tuesday. Please send in PE and swimming kits every week. 

In Art we shall be using a variety of materials such as charcoal to explore sketching techniques. The 
children will look closely at the different architectures within our beautiful city of Birmingham. We will 
be drawing our city's skyline focusing on icon landmarks. The children will discover the value and 
purpose of a sketchbook.. 
 
In Science we are learning about life cycles, we will focus on how animals and plants reproduce. The 
children will be dissecting real flowers to analyse the internal parts. We will also be investigating what 
happens as we age.  

In Year 5 the children will be given a piece of English and Maths home learning each week in their 
home learning books. This will be given out on a Friday and is expected in the following Wednesday 
or before. The children will also have spellings every Friday. Please encourage your child to read every 
day at home. We have an exciting new reading program which can be accessed online, information 
will be sent home soon about how to log on. This is similar to our maths resource: 
www.mathletics.co.uk  

Please also take advantage of the school’s subscriptions to various websites including Purple Mash 
and Mathletics. Your child’s log on will be sent home next week.  
 

 

 

 

http://www.mathletics.co.uk/
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https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjt2dntvJ3WAhUJIMAKHQrMD1UQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F340303315576455068%2F&psig=AFQjCNHe0eecYQp-Si082Nxv29Ei3VVAmQ&ust=1505231072179050
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This is the start of an exciting and important year for us as we begin Y6 

together.  Y6 have already agreed a charter based on the rights of the 

child which we hope will create an environment in which we can learn 

and develop as individuals and as a team over the year ahead.  We are 

all very excited about our visit to PGL, Boreatton Park, in the second 

week of term when we are going to have great fun as well as learning lots 

of new skills. 

Our Learning Journey over this term will focus on the life and times of 

Victorians. We aim to visit the Black Country Living Museum to help the 

pupils understand how different life was for Victorian people, and children 

in particular. In RE we shall be thinking about making the right choices so 

that we are able to behave responsibly towards others and play our own 

part in creating an environment where everyone is respected and cared 

for.  This will include learning skills in PSHE that will equip us to mentor 

younger pupils in school so that they are better able to cope with school 

life.  Underpinning all of our learning we want to develop an 

understanding of and respect for the right to be educated, to stay safe 

and lead a happy and fulfilled life 

In Science we are learning about living things in their environment.  We 

shall be thinking particularly about how and why we classify organisms 

into particular groups.  Our PE lessons on Monday afternoon will focus 

on cross country running in preparation for the competition in Derby on 

11th October. Swimming takes place on Friday at Harborne swimming 

pool. 

Home Learning will be given every Friday to be handed in by Wednesday 
morning at the latest but before if ready.  Please do continue to support 
your child with their Home Learning, especially with their reading and 
spelling. 
Please also take advantage of the school’s subscriptions to various 
websites including Purple Mash and Mathletics. Your child’s log on will be 
sent home next week.  
s.  

 


