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Use this space below to add any relevant pictures/photos that link to your topic/focus.  

Welcome back! 

We hope you had a fantastic Easter break. This half-term our topic is ‘Growth’. We will 

still be looking at ourselves and other animal life-cycles, but we will also be doing lots of 

planting and keeping a diary of how our plants grow. 

In Literacy we will continue to expand our list of initial sounds in phonics, matching 

pictures to the correct phoneme. We will also be sharing a number of stories (The Very 

Hungry Caterpillar, Titch and Arabella- The Smallest Girl in the World). 

Can I please encourage you all to send in something from home to share for Wonderful 

Wednesdays? This is a valuable part of our time, when we can help the children create 

links between home and school. A list of ideas is in your child’s Home/School book.. 

In Maths we always encourage number recognition and counting through play and singing 

songs. We are focusing on the language of ‘more’ and ‘less’ and shapes in the 

environment. 

In PSHE we will be talking about saying kind things about and to each other. We are also 

going to discuss healthy life-styles. 

Gardening with Hannah will continue on Monday mornings. Please can you make sure that 

your children bring a suitable coat to school on these days – appropriate for the 

weather. We will also continue to have dance lessons every Tuesday morning and P.E. will 

take place on a Thursday morning and we shall be working in pairs and as a group to 

improve our balancing skills. Library book day will be Mondays, so please can you 

remember to send them in. 

Our focus for BLP this half term is ‘Imitation’. This means that the children will be 

encouraged to learn from good role models, adults and children. Foundation will also 

continue to develop our understanding of the rights of the child by focusing on the right 

of children to choose their own friends (Article 15) and the right for all children to 

practice their own culture, language and religion (Article 30). 

Thank you in advance for all your support and we look forward to working with you! 

The Nursery Team. 
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Use this space below to add any relevant pictures/photos that link to your topic/focus.  

Welcome back! 

We hope you have all enjoyed the Easter break and that the children are looking 

forward to having lots of fun with their learning over the next few weeks! 

This term our topic is ‘Growing ’. We will be learning more about animals and how they 

change as they grow and we will start with the life cycle of a butterfly and link this with 

the story of ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’. 

We will then move on to learn about how plants change as they grow. We will share the 

story of ‘The Enormous Turnip’ and plant some seeds ourselves! This will link to our work 

in maths where we will be learning about different measurements and we will measure 

our height and the height of the plants we grow! 

In maths we will also continue to develop the children’s knowledge of number through 

songs, stories and practical activities. We will also develop the children’s knowledge of 

shape and colour by making butterflies and designing symmetrical patterns for their 

wings. 

In order to encourage the children to develop their communication skills we will continue 

with Wonderful Wednesday’s show and tell session. A letter will be sent out to confirm 

the topics for each session but we will start with talking about what we did in the 

holidays and sharing our photographs on the children’s PSPs. 

P.E. will take place on a Friday morning and this half term we will be working on 

developing our athletics skills. We will also have dance on a Tuesday morning 

We will also continue to visit Bellfield Infant School on alternate Thursday mornings. 

Please can you make sure that your children bring a suitable coat to school on these days 

– appropriate for the weather.  Reception will also have gardening with Hannah every 

Monday morning. 

Our focus for BLP this half term is imitation- Copying what an adult or our peers do to 

help us improve our learning. 

Reception will also continue to develop our understanding of the rights of the child by 

focusing on the right of children to have their basic needs met e.g. food and clothing 

(Article 27) and the right for all children to play and rest (Article 31). 

Thank you in advance for all your support and we look forward to working with you! 

The Reception Team 



What’s on for Year 1  Summer A 2018
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                            

Welcome back from the Easter break. We hope everyone has had a lovely rest and is 

ready for the term ahead. This half terms focus will be Explorers under the topic 

heading of ‘I can show you the world’. In English we will be learning about David 

Attenborough and using this to create a profile. We will then use this information to 

create a profile on the computer. We will then be looking at traditional stories from 

some of the places we explore.  In Maths, we will be continuing to practice our basic 

number skills: counting, adding and subtracting as well as continuing to develop our 

understanding of shape.  In Science we will be learning about plants and trees; initially 

looking at the basic structure of these before learning the names of a variety of plants 

and trees. 

To begin the term we will be having a food technology week. Where we will be learning 

how to design and make animal themed food. We will then be having an ‘Arts Award’ 

week where our focus will be photography. We will learn about the work of famous 

photographers before creating our own photographs. In history we will be learning about 

the life of David Attenborough and in geography learning about some of the places that 

he has visited, using maps and compass directions to develop our understanding of this. 

Deaf Studies and BSL Story Time will be taking place weekly, and children also have the 

opportunity to visit the school library each week. 

 

PE will be every Monday; please ensure your child has the correct PE kit (t-shirt, shorts 

and pumps) and that it is named. This half term we are learning about tennis. Swimming 

continues to takes place every Friday, so please send in a named towel and swimsuit, in a 

bag.  

Our BLP focus is imitation, so we are encouraging children to think about how to develop 

their skills of imitating others and how this can benefit their learning. As always our 

curriculum will link to the UNICEF charter of children’s rights and this half terms focus 

will be Article 17: the right to access to appropriate information.    Home learning will be 

set on a Friday and needs to be returned to school the following Wednesday. Please also 

share the books the children bring home and record any reading in the yellow reading 

record.  

Thank you for your support! Miss Sheppard, Miss Alsop, Imogen, Louise and Ola 
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This half term our topic focus is on Homes and Habitats. In English, we will be 

looking at poetry and create a habitat poem. In Science, we will be learning about 

living things and their habitats. In Geography, we will be studying Kenya and how 

it differs to England. We will be looking at Kenyan homes and habitats. We will 

link this to our rights to safe water to drink, nutritious food, and a clean and 

safe place to live (Articles 24 and 27 - Rights of the Child). In Art, we will be 

creating art from the natural environment. 

In Maths, we will be studying fractions and it will be incorporated in our cooking 

sessions, e.g. cutting food into halves and quarters.  

For RE, the theme is Commitment and in PSHE, we will be looking at money and 

how it plays a role in people’s lives. The BLP (Building Learning Power) focus is 

imitation encouraging children to constructively adopt methods, habits and 

values from other people. 

PE continues on Mondays and children will need their PE kit (shorts, t-shirt and 

pumps). Dance lessons also continue on Tuesdays. We will continue gardening 

fortnightly on Mondays.  

Swimming is on Fridays and children will need a swimming costume or swimming 

trunks and a towel.  

Photographs and videos from home on PSPs will help pupils to share their news 

from home especially weekend news. 

Home Learning will be given out on Fridays and needs to be returned to school on 

Wednesdays. Children will read regularly and please share and discuss stories 

with your child, and read with them regularly. 
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During this half term Year 3 will be learning about the Stone Age and how things changed leading 

up to the Iron Age, which will be the focus of our learning journey. We will explore life before 

technology by taking a trip to Compton Verney to learn about the Stone Age whilst getting hands 

on through immersing ourselves into their daily routines. Our art lessons will focus on cave 

paintings which we will recreate and depict modern life. 

In Science we will be finishing off our rocks topic by making our own fossils before moving onto 

forces and magnets, discussing their everyday uses and conducting simple tests to observe how 

magnets attract and repel each other. 

We will be starting this term with our Design and Technology week creating and cooking a healthy 

meal (hopefully there will be some left for you to try, as long as the children do not get hungry in 

the taxi home). 

In English we will be using the Stone Age as our stimulus to spark our imagination and creating our 

own short stories and character descriptions. Later in the term we gain practice in non-fiction 

through writing a newspaper report on our Compton Verney day out. We will continue to visit the 

Library every Tuesday afternoon where the children will learn library skills alongside choosing 

books that interest them, to take home. In Maths we will start the term by focusing on mentally 

adding and subtracting larger numbers and fractions before moving on to interpreting simple 

tables, coin work and using measurements for capacity, weight and temperature. PSHE will focus 

on money management and in RE we will reflect on commitment within Islam and Sikhism. This 

half term’s Building Learning Power focus is on ‘Imitation’ which will be incorporated into lessons 

across the curriculum. Our Rights Respecting focus will be Article 4, ‘You have the right to create 

an environment where you can grow and reach your potential’. 

Our PE topic is Cricket where we will learn to develop underarm bowling, batting accuracy and 

fielding techniques. Our topic for Computing is logical reasoning where we will learn about and 

begin to use algorithms and for Music, the topic is History of Music, where we will listen to the 

work of Vivaldi, Bach and Handel. 

We will continue to have gardening with Hannah every other Monday, PE on Monday afternoons, 

dance on Tuesdays and swimming on Fridays. Neelam will continue to teach our Deaf Studies 

lessons, which the children all look forward to and Michael will continue to hold BSL one to one’s 

and will read our BSL story each Monday afternoon. 

Home learning will be sent home each Friday, to be returned by Wednesday and we would 

appreciate your support with helping your child to complete these tasks.  

Please keep us updated with any home news in their home school books and thank you for your 

continued support. 

Miss Blackwell, Rachel and Neelam 
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Our new learning journey is called ’Amazing Africa’.  

This half term will be focused on the Geography of Africa, comparing it to life in Europe. We will look 

at different climates and geographical features across the Continent.  

In History, we will be learning all about Ancient Egypt. We will discover and describe Egyptian 

artefacts and learn about Egyptian art, beliefs, culture and way of life.     

We will read some stories from Africa and investigate how their traditional tales compare with our 

own. We will write information texts about Egypt and pretend to be archaeologists writing about our 

discoveries.  

In Maths, we will be working on measuring length, weight, mass, volume and time. We will also be 

consolidating our number facts and practising our written methods for the four mathematical 

operations.   

Our Science work will be based around changes of state and investigating how things change from 

solids to liquids and to gases. We will learn which changes are reversible. 

In Computing, we will be looking more at internet safety and staying safe online. We will be practising 

using email and video to contact a school in Africa.  

In P.E, we will be learning the skills and rule associated with Cricket. We will improve our throwing, 

catching, batting and running.  

Our Rights Respecting focus will be Article 4, ‘You have the right to create an environment where you 

can grow and reach your potential’ and will be using our learning journey studies to take a close look at 

our own resources to see how they compare to those of children in other places.  

Our BLP focus for the half term is ‘imitation’ , so the children will be encouraged to use the ideas and 

work of others as inspiration for their own learning.  

Please continue to read with your child every day and help them to complete their homework, which 

will be sent home every Friday to be returned the following Wednesday. Also remember to use the 

online learning resources (Purple mash, Mathletics, Bug Club…etc). You can find your child’s log-ons at 

the back of their home school book.  



What’s On: Year 4 Pine 
Summer A 2018  
 The summer term brings with it the start of our new learning journey topic: 
Amazing Africa. We will be learning about the environment, culture and history 
of Africa, and will start summer A by studying the ancient Egyptians. Other 
aspects of this topic we will cover this half term include the physical geography 
of Africa, samba music, Egyptian art and learning about nutrition by cooking a 
traditional African dish in design and technology.  
 Linking to our study of physical geography, science lessons this half term 
will focus on the water cycle and states of matter. In English, we will be 
furthering our knowledge of the Egyptians by looking in detail at the biblical 
story of Joseph. This will also link to our topic of ‘commitment’ in RE. Another 
area of English we will learn about this half term is rhyming and non-rhyming 
poetry. 
  In PSHE we will be thinking about looking after ourselves and our 
environment – particularly important in the light of Article 27 of the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child: the right to an adequate 
standard of living. Whilst we will continue to practise key number skills in maths 
(including multiplication and division) our main focus in maths this half term will 
be 2D and 3D shapes and directional language. Our Building Learning Power 
focus for this half term is imitation.  
 Please continue to support your child to complete their home learning and 
practise reading regularly. PE will continue take place on Monday afternoons. 
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Welcome back! We hope that you all had an excellent Easter break!  

For our Learning Journey, Year 5 will be researching our local history in a project about how the 

Victorians shaped Birmingham. We will explore the impact Joseph Chamberlain and John Cadbury had 

on our city. The children will learn how great change happened in this time, the arrival of railways, gas 

lighting, water works, and the construction of important buildings such as the Town Hall and the 

Museum and Art gallery. We will learn about the concept of social responsibility and the creation of 

Bournville. William Morris is an influential Victorian artist that we will look to for inspiration. Year 5 have 

wonderful flowers and vegetables outside that we can use to create observations of natural objects.  

Year 5 will be focusing on writing grammatically correct sentences. Each week we will be using 

sentence-street to improve sentence structure. The children will also use the sentence street to practise 

writing more detailed stories and practise checking through and revising their own writing. We will 

continue to work on our spellings so please ensure your child learns their spellings each week.  

 

We will be focusing on learning our number bonds and times tables in snappy maths. In lessons we will 

carry on work to do with shape, space and measure. This will include giving and following directions. 

You can practise this at home by directing your child to places in the house. 

Our Science topic is materials. We will be investigating the different properties of materials such as how 

well they conduct heat and electricity; then using the information gathered to find out products each 

material might be used for. We will be trying to improve our ‘working scientifically’ skills.  

 

During RE Year 5 will be looking at how Commitment is important in different faiths. The children will 

make their own commitments to each other. Will it be easy or difficult to keep these commitments? 

 

Our BLP focus for this half term is ‘imitation’ which is within the reciprocity capacity – this skill aims to 

encourage pupils to imitate others, learn from them and copy modelled good behaviour or learning. 

As always our curriculum will link to the UNICEF charter of children’s rights, as we promote the ethos in 

class that every child has the right to an education. 

If you would like to support your child’s learning further at home please use the following websites / 

activities: 

www.mathletics.co.uk – to practise mental maths skills 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/science/materials/material_properties/read/1/ - Science materials.  

 

 

http://www.mathletics.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/science/materials/material_properties/read/1/


What’s on for Year 6  Summer A 2018

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The theme of the whole of the Summer Term is ‘Fit for the Future’, which 

reminds us that this is a hugely important time for the pupils in Year 6 - an 

opportunity to reflect on where we have come from and to be in the best 

possible shape for everything the future holds. 

 

Once we have completed the electricity topic in Science, we will begin our final 

area of study all about our bodies.  This will involve learning about the 

circulatory system and how diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle affect our health.  

We are very fortunate in Longwill to have so many activities that have a 

positive impact on our health and wellbeing such as our gardening sessions 

every fortnight and the many physical activities that are on offer through 

lunchtime clubs, dance, swimming and PE lessons.  In PE this half term, pupils 

are developing their skills in rounders.  

 

As part of our learning in Geography, we will broaden our understanding of 

good health by keeping an eye on current issues that are linked to Article 24 of 

the Rights of the Child ie children have a right to good health and good quality 

health care and all children should have clean water, nutritious food and a 

clean environment so they stay healthy. In History, we shall study how leisure 

and entertainment have changed in the 20th Century. 

 

Our focus in RE is family and having roots through being part of a family in the 

broadest sense of the term. Pupils will be encouraged to look back on their 

time at Longwill as they begin planning the presentation that they will share 

with us all at the Leavers Assembly in July.  

 

As always, we thank you for all your support.  Please do continue to support 

your child with their Home Learning, especially with their reading and spellings.   

 


